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one practical man.    They must be regarded rather as
a means to an end than as an end in themselves.
To the student, statistics which convey no special
idea are only confusing, for he may be brought up to
use one type of card or comb for a certain quality, only
to find when he gets a situation that good results are
expected from similar material by entirely different
methods. This book is an attempt to formulate lines
of thought along which such a man may reason for
himself. It is not intended for those who have no
acquaintance with machinery. To describe a card
or comb to persons who have never seen such a machine
would require more illustrations and more description
than can have place here. For similar reasons, the
majority of illustrations are line diagrams only. Their
simplicity may lay some of them open to the charge
of incompleteness, because gearing and other parts
which are less important have been omitted, in order
that essential parts may be more easily seen.
It may be contended, with justice, that no attempt
is made to enumerate many different makes of machines
or to describe all the allied processes. There are few
men well enough acquainted with all branches of the
trade to do this, and I have preferred to leave unmen-
tioned processes of which I have no personal know-
ledge, and only to touch briefly on details with which
I have but slight acquaintance.
The variety of terms in use for the same materials
or machines, in different branches of the trade, has
made the selection of technical terms a very difficult
matter. For instance, in the fine Botany tradec c Slipe ''
means wool which has been removed from the skin by
the lime process, the term " skin wool" being used when
no lime has been used. In the long wool trade these
two terms are used with exactly the opposite meaning.
Many similar instances might be quoted; and to